
THE ROBBING OF MAILS

hmilovi:s (;i:m:ually hom:st, hut
uiii(iLAHn:s ahi: iincueasixg.

A Ilnh Crime, for Government Au-

thorities .Never feane Their Ef-

forts to ( iipture Thieves.

"Washington Star.
"There were more, postofllces burglarized

end burned lust year than in any year in
the history of the postal service, and more
arrests were made for mail depredations
and postal offends," said ;i postal official
to a Star man to-da- y.

"In fart, the c riminal record of the serv-
ice was a long one, though commend-uhI- e

activity was shown by the postal
officials, state and United States prosecut-
ing ofllcers. the great increase in these
offen.-e- s during the past ten years is such
that it will attraet the attention of peno-
logists and others Interested In the punish-
ment of crime.

"At the same time it is possible to show
5n a very gratifying manner that tho em-
ployes of the government in the postal
branch are, as a great class, honest and
faithful in the performance of their duty,
ffhe offenses were mainly committed by
those outside of the service.

"In an army of over 130.000 men directly
employed in the postal service as post-
masters, assistant postmasters, carriers,railway mail clerks, clerks in postofflces.
mail carriers and messenger?, it will xcitesurprise when it is known that only 205
tell by the wayside and were arrested foroiYenses against the postal laws and regu-
lations.

"The total number of arrests was l.Cll,
rand of these 101 were postmaster, forty
assistant postmasters, sixty-fiv- e clerks in
postofflces, twenty-seve- n letter carriers,
Xorty-thre- e mail carriers and nineteen em-Ploy- ed

in minor positions in the service.
"In brief, the active burglar has, in lateyears, turned his attention toward post-office- s,

more especially since bank burglary
Is not now popular by reason of increased
precautions to guard against attack, elec-
trical connections and iollce alarms andimproved steel burglar-proo- f vaults. Post-
offlces, therefore, afford a more fertile, irless productive. tit-I-d and it is being tilledIndustriously by the men who believe thatthe world owes them a living through ille-gitimate means.

"The increase in this class of crime Isquite startling, and while the rewardsthe government offers for the apprehen-sion and conviction of the offenders greatlystimulate the efforts of peace officers toeffect their capture, the percentage of In-
crease in crime got a steadily upward.

"The matter of rewards offered by thegovernment is not fully understood by thepublic. They are liberal, the pay promptupon conviction and proof of claim, andthey range from $Up) to $30.
HOW TO EARN THE REWARDS.

"The highest reward of $1.0 will be paid
lipon the conviction of a postal thief who
robs the mails while they are being con-
voyed in a railway mail car attached to a
train; $3oo upon the conviction of the thief
cf robbing the mails being conveyed over
any post route other than a railway; $23)

on the conviction on the charge of attempt-
ing to rob tha mails while being conveyed
over any route; $30 on conviction on the
charge of breaking In a postoflice with in-

tent to commtl larceny or other depreda-
tion; $200 for the conviction of a mail car-
rier on a star route on the charge of em-
bezzlement or larceny of mail matter or
other valuable article carried in the mail;
$20) on the conviction of larceny of mail
matter while it i3 being conveyed over any
route or is in the custody of a mail mes-
senger or is being conveyed to and from a
railway depot or while the mail is lying Inany depot awaiting transfer.

"Various special rewards are offered in
special instances, depending upon the
amount stolen, ranging from $25) to $x), and
in any case where the larceny of mail mat-
ter is effected, whether valuable or not, $100
will be paid. Mail stolen from letter boxes
in the street or from boxes In postofflces
cr from any public receptacle of mail mat-
ter is provided for by special rewards upon
conviction of the thief. Rewards are paid
for the arrest of accessories and persons
convicted of receiving stolen mall matter,
while the government will pay rewards for
the conviction of persons arrested tor any
offense against the postal laws not speci-
fied, as it is designed to give rewards to all
those who may secure the arrest and con-
viction of all who may tamper with the
mails in any manner which is criminal.

"The postmaster and his subordinates at
every postofflce at which a larceny, bur
glary or robbery may occur are barred
from receiving any rewards for the arrest
and conviction of any peson upon the
charge of stealing from or burglarizing
such office or of robbing the postmaster or
any employe of the property of the United
States, and the contractor and subcontrac-
tor on the mail routes are also barred.

"The employes of the service are paid to
perform their duties, and it is presumed
that the honest ones will aid in the detec-
tion of those who are dishonest without the
hope of reward, as is usually the case. If
rewards were paid to those in the service a
premium might be placed upon crime, as
many men are unscrupulous enough to
place their fellow-employ- es in a false po-

sition for the sake of the reward, and there
are other good reasons why the rewards
should go exclusively to those outside of
the service.

"Last year the government paid out $16.9a
In rewards In about one hundred cases, and
it was monev well expended. In rural com-

munities $l"ö is quite a sum. and when the
case is such as calls for $1.000 all of the
local peace officers bend every effort to ap-

prehend the criminal, to the decided ad-

vantage of the public and the security of
the mails in transit.

"Penologists will find matter for thought
in the question of crimes when it is con-

sidered that during the past ten years the
total number of postofflces have increased
only at the rate of 11 ier cent., while the
Increase in the number of postofflces de-

stroyed by lire, often for the purpose of
ri'bU-rv- has risen to 44 per cent., and the
numb. V of regular postofflce robberies has
Increased to per cent.

VIGILANCE OF AUTHORITIES.
"The increase in ten years of the number

of postofflce burglars arrested was SC per
cent., the percentage of the increase of rob-

beries of postofflces being about 5 per cent,
over the number of burglars arrested.

"So much for the past ten years. Now
for the past year, with its sreat increase
in ail classes of crimes affecting the postal
fcervic-- .

"The number of postofflces burned last
year was CriZ, an increase of over 9 per cent,
over the preceding year. The active bur-

glar entered l.555 postofflces, an increase of
3 per cent., but 227 of these prowlers were
arrested, an increase of about 2 per cent.,
which. though slight, is comforting.

"The postofflce. state and United States
authorities united in a determined effort to
land these criminals behind the bars, where
they would do no harm to public and pri-
vate property. They secured no less than
621 convictions In the United States courts
and sixty-riv- e convictions In the state
courts. There were sixty-seve- n acquitals
in both courts, and many ease were dis-
missed On preliminary examinations and by
grand juries, while eight arrested men were
successful in escaping from custody.

"The department gives special attention
to the Identification of postal criminals,
snd the results are of the greatest value
to Ü3 force of inspectors as well as the
police in all cities and communities. The
Uertlllon svstem of measurement and de-Bcript- ion

Is" used wherever practicable, and
fhe department has on file hundreds of de-

scriptions of criminals. It is a subscriber
to the-- national bureau of identification, rc-ctr.- tlv

removed from Chicago to Washing-
ton "To this bureau are sent photographs,
measurements and descriptions of crimi-
nals arrested by the postofflce inspectors,
hnd it aval!."? itself of the Information con-

cerning criminals of all classes which is
at the disposal of the bureau. .

"The work of catching postal criminals
never ceases in the big granite building
nr.u tvi. hemp of the Star. Local au- -

' -r r
thorities may forget anoui me y
want, but the department never does,

pursuit ar 1 nemakes a never-teasin- g

uen who are suspected of mail
tions, no matter how often the InlX'
tlou way chanse. Tüe whole machinery or

a creat department is constantly at workto land the offenders in Jail, the public
has but little conception of the enormous
aniount of work performed by compara-
tively few men except in the meager figures
and farts I am now giving you.

"An Intending or an actual postal thiefmay make up his mind to one positive fact:
Sooner or later the government will have
him in custody. He may rob letter boxe3
or rifle letters or mall bags and believe
himself secure because of the immensity of
the service and the limited number of post-
offlce inspectors, but when he i3 most se-
cure, in his mind, he finds the hand of astrange man laid upon his shoulder and he
is looking, perhaps, into the muzzle of a
revolver, and certainly into the eyes of a
man who will sell his life rather than let
him escape. The rule of the department is
that postal thievery must be reduced to ita
lowest possible terms with the available
force for apprehension, and the fact that
over Goj postal thieves were convicted lastyear doesn't augur well for gentlemen of
purloining habits."

THE TEXAS RANGERS.

They Arc the World 3Iot Efficient
r Police Force.

Earl Mayo, in the London Idler.
What is a Texas Ranger? We all have

heard of him, but few of us have, heard
aright, and the Images called up by men-

tion of the name are likely to be as various
as the listeners. Py many he is regarded
as a sort of legalized vigilante, ruling
through the right evolved of necessity in
the realm of where the six-shoot- er is the
only arbiter. To others he is merely a
mounted policeman, whose beat is marked
by miles. A still more general impression
is that he is a militiaman, whose services
may be called upon to thwart or capture
law breakers when the regularly appointed
officers are unequal to the task. But
down in Texas the word means none of
these things. Rather it means all of them
and much besides. To learn what he is
and what he has done, one cannot do bet-

ter than to travel over the great region
between the Colorado and the Rio Grande,
ence given over to cacti and coyotes, cat-
tle rustlers, and Mexican smugglers, Indian
marauders, and white men vhq have gone
through the whole curriculumn of crime,
but now transformed by the work of tho
Rangers into a well-settle- d? peaceful, and
prosperous section of the greatest State in
the Union. For years these riders of the
plains and sand wastes represented the
only personification of the law that was
either respected or feared. The string of
mounted Ranger scouts that daily patroled
the ground between these two rivers was
the only thread that bound western Texas
to a more formal civilization. Even to-da- y

it is the Ranger whose presence means
security to life all along the border.

Nowhere else in the world Is there a body
of men similar in organization, duties or
personnel to the Rangers of Texas. They
are a military body acting directly under
the authority of the State, and yet their
work is not that of troopers. They enjoy
the powers of civil peace officers, and yet
they are neither deputy sheriffs nor po-

licemen. They are set apart by no badge
or uniform of office. The field of their
activities is as wide as the State they serve,
and ttyir duties are bounded only by the
limits of possible infractions of law and
order. Take a city policeman, a sheriff, a
state militiaman and a United States troop-
er and combine their manifold duties in
one, and you have an idea of the work of
a Texas Ranger.

The membership of this unique organiza-
tion has consisted always of those restless
beings in whom the spirit of adventure is
the controlling motive. Most of them have
been graduates of that school of courage,
the cow puncher's saddle. Some served
their apprenticeships as scouts and guides
in the Indian country; a few are college
men from the East, who proved their stay-
ing and lighting qualities on the plains be-
fore joining the Rangers. No man who is
not capable of spending sixteen hours out
of the twenty-fou- r in the saddle could en-
dure the hard riding that the Rangers are
compelled to undergo. No man who was
not a dead shot, or who could not face
without' fear the business end of a six-shoot- er

in the hands of a desperado would
be considered for a moment as a possible
recruit.

When vacancies occur in the ranks young
men who possess these qualities are sought
to fill them. Vacancies seldom occur ex-
cept when some member of the battalion is
killed In the pursuit of his duty or is ap-
pointed to another hazardous and trying
position, .like that of sheriff-o- r chief of
police in some border county or town.

The recruit is not subjected to any exam-
ination as to his fitness beyond that which
the captain of the company to which he
applies may insist upon. Preference is
given, of course, to men who arc familiar
with the country In which the Rangers op-
erate, but this is not an essential requisite.
If the recruit owns a plains-hardene- d

mount, so much the better, for the men
are required to furnish their own horses
and outfit, only their arms, ammunition,
and rations being supplied by the State.

With this equipment of cool daring, shoot-
ing ability, and a good horse, the newcom-
er enters the ranks. The skill and expe-
rience which are to make him valuable to
the State and a credit to the organization,
he acquires by the actual work of the
service. New members come into the ranks
so slowly that there is no difficulty in
assimilating them. Nobody joins the Ran-
gers from sordid motives, for the pay is
only $W per month for the private, and
the highest employment that he can ever
aspire to is the $125 per month paid to the
commanding officer of the battalion.
Therefore no man is tempted to enter the
service unless he has a real liking for the
work, and these, of course, are apt schol-
ars.

The Ranger service at present contains
only forty men, scattered in a dozen dif-
ferent places along the Rio Grande. Al-
though there are but three or four men on
each station, their presence keeps the un-
ruly In subjection, and the few rustlers,
bad men, and professional outlaws who
have not fallen before their rilles give them
the widest possible berth.

It is safe to say that nowhere ebse 4n the
world can be found a body of men to equal
the Rangers for sheer devotion to duty and
fighting ability. As one appreciat'iv his-
torian has expressed it, "Their character-
istic qualifications are intrepid skill in
horsemanship, unerring aim with the pistol
and carbine, celerity in movement, cool-
ness in danger, and reckless daring in ac-
tion."

AN' EMPRESS'S PEARL NECKLACE.

Treasure Snld to He Hidden Soiue-iThe- re

on the Const of Corfu.
New York Sun.

On the coast of Corfu a story is told
which will perhaps some day pass into
folklore, for it is of the stuff of which le-

gends are made, khether it is true or not
no one can say, but the fishermen of Corfu
believe it and dream of It.

When the Empress of Austria received
the news of her son Rudolf's death, she
was wearing a famous necklace of Oriental
pearls That night, so the story goes,
the attendant whose duty It was to care
for the Jewels was horrified to see that the
superb pearls had lost their luster and

fooked dull and dead. She spoke of the
matter to her mistress, who in her sorrow
did not even listen

A month or two later the Empress had
occasion to call for her pearls; and, on
opening the case, found every pearl of
the necklace a lusterless gray. She called
the court jewelers into consultation, but
nothing could be done to restore the pearls
to their former beauty.

Finally a famous chemist of Vienna
inured the Empress that If the pearls
could be left in the sea for a long time the
action of the salt water would bring back
their color and luster. The Empress went
to Corfu later.

While there she went with lather Am-

brosius an old monk, who was her friend
and" confidant, to a wild spot on the shore

the island, and there they hid the pearls
Securely in a fissure under the surface of
the water and left them. There the pearls
were when the Empress met her sudden

anpnth?r; Ambrosius fell dead In the cloister
told of the death of his mistress.

Whe nearls. so the story-teller- s say, await
i iiiekv finder, somewhere along the rugged
?oa-- t and are likely to be the Captain
isiAA'' treasury of Corfu.

Taklnc the story for what is worth, the
remains that there are on record

liJnv curious Instances in which pearls
Duaremlv sympathized with the health

of their wearers. Pearls, too.
oftenTose their color luster for no per-

ceptible reason, and in many cases never

rCn throuVSe Orient there are jewelers
as doctors of sick pearls, and to

SüSin of these doctors pearls of great
far frequently sent by the native

rulers and merchants. The salt water
is one of the most common

treatment r.xuns wlth a s ck pearl, so
PCFMiabcth-- 2 necklace Is by any chance

locates it its perils
may W Sngos-l- p

healing while they await
discovery
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TEMPLE OF ST. PETER'S

IT IS THE MECCA OF WORSHIPERS
FROM EVEHV CLIME.

Human Cathedral Thnt I Old Itself,
but I Founded on n More

Venerable Pile.

W. E. Curtis's Rome Letter, In Chicago
Record-Heral- d.

Streams of people are always flowing
across the piazza of St. Tetcr. The proces-
sion of worshipers is incessant, for among
the many chapels that occupy the corners
and recesses of the vast interior, service is
continuous, and seldom suspended from
daylight till sunset. Tourists of all nations,
bearing red guide books as unmistakable
badges, are never out of sight. They al-

ways occupy the most conspicuous place in
the foreground. They are met at the porti-

co by guides who speak all languages and,
for a small fee, conduct parties through the
cathedral, explaining the objects of inter-
est and relating fragments of history, usu-

ally in an intelligent manner.
From the narrow streets by which the

piazza is approached peasants from the
Campagna and pilgrims from the moun-

tains and the plains of Italy are always
coming with oilcloth capes over their
shoulders, packs upon their backs and wal-

lets containing food suspended from their
belts. Priests of all ranks and races, some
smartly erect, some of dignified demeanor
and devout expression, some shabby and
unshaven; monks of the various orders ap-

pear and disappear; barefooted and bare-
headed friars, their coarse brown cassocks
girded with strips of rope; passlonlst
brothers in white gowns and red crosses
upon their brists; well-fe- d, intellectual-lookin- g

Jesuits in black robes of fine ma-

terial; Sisters of Charity and other nuns
with downcast eyes and hoods that half
conceal their features, groups of school-
boys In natty Jackets and caps, squads of
students from the various colleges in their
scholastic uniforms, usually attended by
priests; and occasionally a bishop in purple
robes or a cardinal in scarlet emerges from
the Scala Regia of the Vatican, slips quiet-
ly into a carriage and rolls away; scholars
whose shoulders have bent under the
weight of their learning; aged crones, their
limbs shaking with palsy and their lips
moving in whispered prayers as they ap-

proach the sacred portico; rich-robe- d wom-
en, who gathered up their skirts as they
alight from broughams and victorias, at-

tended by footmen In livery; widows loaded
with weeds, holding black-bordere- d hand-
kerchiefs to their Hps; cripples and inva-
lids, the halt, the lame and the blind; poli-
ticians, merchants, bankers and other men
of affairs in frock coats and silk hats; sol-

diers with their glittering uniforms half
concealed by long cloaks; wan-face- d wom-
en carrying heavy babies and heavier sor-
rows, some of them leading children by tho
hand; gay young girls attended by chape-rone- s

or servants; men whose faces bear
the marks of dissipation and vice all these
and many more types of humanity have I
seen in the great temple as I sat on the
base of a pillar, notebook in hand, studying
the faces of the multitudes that approached
and pause el ami passed inward like the
eternal procession that is always entering
the portals of the unknown world.

EASY TO DETECT STRANGERS.
It is curious to watch the faces of peo-

ple as they enter the great doors and pus'a
back the heavy leathern curtains that
keep out the noise and the air, and find
themselves in the presence of the most Im-

pressive spectacle on earth, as Byron said:
Majesty,

Power, glory, strength and beauty all are
aisled

In this eternal ark of worship.
It is easy to detect those who have never

been there before, and those who have be-

come accustomed to Its magnitude and gor-geousne- ss.

It requires several visits to ad-

just the vision and the mind to its colossal
proportions and brilliant decorations, and
enable them to realize the vastness and the
beauty of the scene. The more frequently
you visit St. Peter's Cathedral, the greater
and the more beautiful it becomes, and
after a time you are enabled to drink in
with complete satisfaction the fullness of
its area, its altitude and its magnificence,
and win a familiar friendship with the
guady marbles, the gilded ceilings, the mosaic-

-crowned archways, the monstrous mon-
uments, the imposing statuary, and. more
than all, you gradually acquire a knowl-
edge of the wonderous storie3 that are at-
tached to each object and decoration in this
mighty rotunda and the chapels which sur-
round it. for everything within these sol-
emn walls has a meaning and a motive, and
a spiritual or historical significance which
can only be understood by study.

St. Peter's, as it stands, was built upon
the site of the original basilica, which lasted
for 1.150 years, but nothing remains of it
now but isolated and venerated fragments.
The present structure was begun in 1450,
and after intermittent periods of con-
struction extending over 176 years, after
ten architects and forty-thre- e popes had
given It their best or their worst efforts,
it was consecrated in 162. Raphael was
in charge of the work from 1514 to 1520. and
made some alterations in the original plans;
Michael Angelo, in 154. was placed in
charge of the work, and Pope Paul III
offered him so many thousand ducats if he
would complete it promptly. He replied
that he would take no payment, but would
do it "for the love of God, the blessed Vir-
gin and St. Peter." He was seventy-tw- o

years old. Under him the exterior of the
edifice was finished and he designed and
partially completed the dome before his
death in 15G1. at th age of eighty-nin- e.

The cost of the building up to date has
been more than $05.(x0,0j0. and the annual
expense of maintaining it is about $33,000.
An architect and a gang of workmen are
always employed.

SACRIFICES TO PETER.
The greatest sacrifice made in honor of

Simon Peter, the fisherman, was the de-

struction of the pagan temples and the im-

perial palaces to obtain material for the
temple. The work from the" pontificate of
Martin V to that of Fius VII, we are told
by the best authorities, "caused more de-

struction and did more injury to ancient
classic Rome than ten centuries of so-call- ed

barbarism. Of the huge and almost
incredible mass of marbles, of every nature,
color, value and description, used in build-
ing St. Peter's, until the beginning of the
nineteenth century, not an inch, not an
atom, except in the case of a few columns
of cottanello, comes from modern quar-
ries: they were all removed from classic
buildings, many of which were leveled to
the ground for the sake of obtaining one or
two valuable pieces."

The statistics of St. Peter's are interest-
ing. The facade fronting the piazza is 357
feet long and 141 feet high, surmounted by
gigantic statues eighteen feet tall of the
Savior and the twelve apostles. There are
five entrances to the vestibule, which is 4S
feet long, eighty-si- x feet high and fifty feet
wide. The doors are of bronze, paneled
with a curious mixture of mythological and
Christian designs in bas-relie- f, the martyr-
dom of Peter being badly mixed up with the
adventure of Led a with the swan a most
extraordinary and unaccountable combin-
ationwhile the coronation of Sigismund,
Emperor of Germany, is associated with
the legend of Ganymede. One of the doors
is walled up. It is called the Porta Santa
(holy gate), and is opened every twenty-fiv- e
years on Christmas day of the papal Ju-
bilee.

The nave is 613U feet long; that of St.
Paul's In London is 520 feet; that of the
Milan Cathedral 413 feet, and that of St.
Sona at Constantinople 3t feet. The height
of the nave is 152 feet. Its breadth eighty-seve- n

feet, the diameter of the dome 139
feet, its interior height 403 feet and exterior
415 feet. The cathedral covers 240,("O square
feet of ground, and In spite of all the de-
fects of style and taste in the architecture
it is impossible not to feel the Impressive
grandeur of its proportions and the mag-
nificence of its decorations, or to believe it
unworthy of its purpose to honor the first
apostle and Illustrate the papal power. The
pillars which support the dome are forty
feet square.

Upon entering one is first conscious cf the
hush and awe of worship, a sense of vast

ness and sumptuous splendor. The radiance
that illuminates the gilding, the marble and
the mosaics comes from the clever arrange-
ment of the lights. It grows upon you.
People who move about look like pygmies.
As you look down into the purple atmos-
phere that hangs about the pillars and the
chapels you feel yourself in the presence
of mysteries that the mind is not yet able
to grasp.

THE SIDE CHAPELS.
Tho side chapels are splendid and as

large as ordinary churches. The monu-
ments and statues are numerous and al-

though several appear ovex-consplcuo-us as
you approach near them they unite har-
moniously with the large and enormous pro-

portions of the building. At either extrem-
ity the church has enthroned in appropri-
ate niches superb monuments In honor of
Its great political benefactors. Constan- -

tine and Charlemagne, one recalling the
final victory of Christianity over pagan-Is- m,

and the other the establishment of the
temporal power of the Pope.

At the. opposite end from the main en-
trance, beneath a window of yellow glass,
is a very ancient wooden chair encrusted
with ivory, which tradition tells us orig-
inally belonged to the Roman senator, Pu-den- s,

with whom the Apostle Peter lodged
when he first came to Rome, was occupied
by St. Petei in the performance of his ec-
clesiastical duties and was the episcopal
throne of his Immediate successors.

On the right of the chair Is the tomb of
Pope Urban VIII, who was a Barbarin!,
and a gilt skeleton is Inscribing his name
among the list of the dead. The whole
monument is auve witn Dees, wnicn were
the coat of arms of tho Barbarinis as well
as the Bonapartes. On the other side lies
Alexander Farnese (Paul III), who ia said
to have been the most brilliant and witty
of all the popes, and was adored by tha
people, notwithstanding his morals and hU
nepotism, which induced him to give his
son the Duchy of Parma and marry his
grandson to the daughter of Charles V of
Spain. His tomb, which is the finest in the
cathedral, cost $'J2.000 as far back as 15C2,
when money was much more valuable
than it is to-da- y. The noble figure is bronze,
and he seems to be absorbed in thought.
Formerly five (now only two), female fig-

ures adorned the pedestal, representing
Abundance, Tenderness, Prudence, Justice
and Truth. They were once entirely nude,
but were draped by order of one of his
successors.

You would not look in St. Peter's for a
practical joke, but one was perpetrated by
the unknown artist that carved the tomb of
Pope Innocent XII, who reigned from 1691

to 1700. His family name was Pigmatella,
which is the Italian for a small jug, and
the artist has introduced tiny jugs at every
opportunity among the embellishments.

The toe of the famous bronze statue of
St. Peter has been worn away by the kisses
of the faithful, which practice has given
rise to the absurd but widely believed Idea
that pilgrims kiss the actual toe of the
living Pope. It is the ugliest thing in St.
Peter's. The figure is of rude workmanship
and one is ready to believe the story that
it was never intended for St. Peter at all,
but is an old statue of Jupiter Capitolinus
unearthed in excavations of the sixteenth
century. The church authorities admit
that It was cast from the bronze of a pa-
gan statue, but claim that it was always in-

tended for St. Peter.

CURE FOR CONCEIT.

Country Life nml Its Effects ns
Viewed by a Sclentlt.

Detroit Free Press.
"We hear a great deal of talk nowa-

days," remarked a scientific man, ''about a
return to nature being the necessary thing
to preserve man in his best estate, spiritu-
ally, mentally and physically. It is not
all talk, either, for I've tried the nature
panacea and it works like a charm. It is
my opinion that the Creator intended man
to work half a day with his head and half
a day with his hands, and to rest all day
Sunday. My work Is geological, you know,
and very absorbing work it Is. Now and
then only I get wide awake on other sub-
jects and discover that, in regard to con-
science, I am becoming very opinionated
and conceited. In my symptoms I discern
a dreadful tendency to think that I know
it all about geology and that no other sci-

entists know very much.
"Well, sir, a? soon as I see this danger-

ous intellectual rash breaking out I drop
my pen, cork up my Ink, get on some old
clothes, lock up my 'den and go straight
out to my son George's farm. There I
stay for weeks, p;-xha- months, according
to the proportions and alarming features
of the seizure. I pitch into the farm work
with George just hl:e any other hired hand.
I rake hay. or plow, or chop wood, or do
anything that George wants me to do. AS
1 work like a hired man I eat like a hired
man and sleep like a hired man, and my
old fagged-ou- t. abnormal, conceited brain
gets a thorough rest.

"Conceit Is a terribly dangerous state of
mind, did you know it? Conceited people
never learn anything; just you stop at ev-
ery looking-glas- s you come to and admire
yourself, and you'll see how long you will
be getting anywhere. Sometimes George
lets me take the wagon and go out on the
country roads peddling apples or cab-
bages. I like that better than anything.
In fact, if I didn't, feel that I owe my lire
and labors to science, I'd like to peddle cab-
bages the rest of my life. It's a thoroughly
soothing occupation; everybody buys cab-
bages; nobody can resist cabbages nice,
green cabbages just out of the farm wagon,
at the very door. Cabbag3S take the non-
sense out of you, I tell you! When you
feel j'ourself getting conceited advertise
immediately for some farmer who wants a
man to peddle cabbaga.

"Oh. yes; when I come back to town and
buckle down to hard, scientific work again,
my head is as clear as a bell. Yes, sir, as
clear as a bell." '

The Hymn at the Lnst Sapper.
Sidney Lanier, in Lipplncott.

On that climacteric evening when He
and Hli disciples sat at their last supper,
after He had blessed the bread and given
it to them as His body and the wine as
His blood, and had declared: "But I say
unto you, I will not drink henceforth of
this fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father's king-
dom I" it would seem that the emotions of
the moment had risen to that point where
words do not bring comfort; and so I find
the might of music working in the next
verse (of Matthew xxvl, 30), which records:
"And when they had sung a hymn they
went out Into the Mount of Olives." If
we but knew the tune of that hymn!

Here, you observe, as far back as the
beginning of our era, we find the world
in possession of a stock of tunes. There
can be little doubt that the melodies
which the disciples sang with Christ in
person were handed down and formed the
body of those collections which Bishop Am-
brose, and after him Pope Gregory, brought
together, and it Is possible enough that the
hymn which Christ and His apostles sang
wa3 sung yesterday In some church of
America, for we have tunes in our psalm-
odynot to speak of the Gregorian tunes
still surviving as plain chant in the Catho-
lic churches which have come down from
quite immemorial times, and the path of
church music, as I have shown, leads di-
rectly back to this hymn which was sung
on the evening of the last supper.

Und n Strunsre Target.
London Mainly About People.

In a passage of his recently published
volume, "The Book of the Rille." the Hon.
T. F. Freemantle tells the following amus-
ing story apropos of accidents to markers:

"Sir Henry Halford on one occasion it
was not a very clear day was about to be-
gin shooting at l.ouO yards, and thinking
that the marker must now be ready for him
to begin asked him through the telephone,
'Are you all right?' The marker replied,
'All right, sir, in a minute;' but, unluckily.
Sir Henry took 'All right, sir,' instead of
the whole sentence, and removed the tele-
phone from his ear. He lay down and fired
his shot, and, on looking through the tele-
scope to see where it had hit, was horrified
to see the marker with a perfectly white
face staggering away toward his shelter.
He was intensely alarmed, and in a mo-
ment there came a ring at the telephone.
'What has happened? Are you badly hurt?'
No, sir, I am not hurt; but I had a bucket

of whitewash between my legs painting the
target, and you put a bullet into it and
splashed It all up in my face!' "

Hlnc Illne Lnchrymne.
Net hence, O Harth, the saddent tears we weep
That we are puny creature of thy crust.
And swift revert to our parental dust.
Which breed from e'en th ashs of oar sleep;
Nor that the fpan of time 'tis our to creep
Above our grave Is darkened by distrust
AnJ marred by sordid cares and panr unjust;
Not from our rain the deepest tears ujjleap.

But hence thes tears that through the mists of
youth

Thre gleams a golden world of miracle.
Which, even when its glamour fads and ruth
Has d??po.ed our e that all is well.
Still stirs by lively face or lofty truth
Some dream of Beauty unros.'essable.

L Zangwül, In February Bookman.
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The Block Co.

For the past six months we have exerted every effort that brains and
have in their combined power to and have procured what we candidly
believe to be the strongest line of the most practical and popular lin es of Silks and
Dress Goods obtainable in any store in Indiana.

Full of merit, with individual character of sameness frequent In
many lines, though large they may be.

Radical innovations in weaves. range of
Great variety in weights, from the sort that require no lining in all

degrees down to the kind that must be made up over a foundation of a
shade to give the proper

The Silk Family
OF

TAFFETAS in colors, in 19 and 27-in- ch widths.
TAFFETAS in black, 19, 21, 24, 27 and 36-inc- h.

PEAU DE SOIE in colors and black.
PEAU DE CYGNE in colors and black.
LOUISINES in colors and black.
SATIN DUCHESS in colors and black.
CREPE DE CHINES in colors and black.
SHANTINGS in natural, also in colors and black.
MOIRE VELOURS in colors and black.
HABUTAIS in natural, black and colors, 15 dis-

tinct qualities.
CRYSTAL CORDS in white and fancy stripes

and checks.
FANCY SILKSNEW CONCEPTIONS IN

WEAVES AND COLOR They
are charming m every sense that the word implies.

Printed
Twelve distinct qualities, and each quality in

from 6 to 12 distinct designs in from 5 to 8 shades.
Just imagine the assortment that makes!

Special 0fieri tigs
Silks

CRYSTAL CORDS-A- 11 silk, new choice
styles; regular price, 50c; Monday OQ
and Tuesday

CHINA SILKS All silk, washable, white
only; 33c quality; Monday and
ruesaay

CHINA SILKS All silk, 21 inches wide,
washable; biack, white, and about üö

other colors; 5c quality; Monday OJand Tuesday wi)

TAFFETAS 27 inches wide (note the
width); white, black, and about a dozen
of the most popular shades; regular 7Z1
price, 1.00; Monday and Tuesday --J

GRENADINES 44 inches wide, all silk, in
iron frame and spider effects; about a
dozen designs to choose from; regu- - w
lar price, l.oO; Monday and Tuesday... O

CORDED TAFFETAS Black,' white and
all the popular shades; regular fCQ
price, COc; Monday and Tuesday

PRINTED CHINAS All silk, the kind that
waehes and wears well; the G3c 6quality; Monday and Tuesday

BLACK SATIN DUCHESS 25 inches wide,
the 75c quality; Monday and Tues- - CA
day

BLACK PEAU DE SOIE 22 inches wide,
all "silk, wear guaranteed; the 1.25 cq
quality; Monday and Tuesday

BLACK TAFFETA Wear guaranteed
woven In the edge; special Monday s?rand Tuesday OiJ

DOUBLE DAMASK Full two yards wide.
splendid selection of patterns; our QQrpinilnr 1.50 nun lit v. in this snif

BELFAST SATIN DAMASK Bleached, 2
yards wide, all linen, very fine and
stocky; magnificent line of pat- - 72ternsregular price 1.0) ; sale price &

HALF-BLEACHE- D D A M ASK Real
two yards wide, extra heavy

all linen, regular S5c qual- - 69
SCOTCH DAMASK Two yards wide,

bleached, all pure linen, variety of AQ
new designs; 70c quality

CREAM DAMASK yards wide, OfC
regular price 50c; sale price

BLEACHED DAMASK CO inches wide,
beautiful line of patterns, regular
35c quality

DAMASK Bleached. 53 Inches wide, T
our regular 25c quality

Full bleached satin damask,
all pure linen, handsome line of patterns,
our regular price 2.50; sale ro
price r l.VO

size, silver bleached, pure
German linen, soft finish, reg- - O
ular 1.65 quality

i size, bleached, regular fZCi
1.00 quality w J

TOWELS-22X- 41, extra
heavy, 15c quality 1

0 Ü YOU don't like vour
present diamond

I will change it
while vou wait. The work
is interesting to watch, and
costs little.

"D fXQ.TTrUJ X MERCHANT.
X5 North Illinois Street.

Wm.

EXHIBIT A

The Block

RECEDENTED

money
accomplish,

devoid quite

Unusually extensive colors.

diaphonous
contrasting effect.

CONSISTS

COMBINATIONS.

Foulards

Woolen Dress Goods
AND COLORS, CONSIST OF

SERGES, CHEVIOTS, GRAN-
ITES, SOLIELS, PRUNELLAS,

UATISTES. VOILES, EOLI-ENNE- S,

MISTRALS, CREPES. SUBLIMES,
MELROSES. MOZAMBIOUES,

CRASHES, HOMESPUNS, BROAD-
CLOTHS, VENETIANS, COVERTS.

Our Stronghold
FLANNELS, FOULES, CORDED

SILK-STRIPE-D CHALLIES,
CASHMERES, AND THE G RICATEST

WAISTINGS SHOWN BY
IN AMERICA.

to us for Indianapolis.

Rainy-Da- y Skirtings
of ours. We arc showing at least

qualities and eacli quality in 4
including

1

FNT NP

BRicAKI

The
BLACK

HENRIETTAS.
VIGOUREUX.

ALBATROSSES,

LANSDOWNES,
ETAMINES,

Waistings
FRENCH

ALBATROSSES.
PRINTED
LINE OF FANCY
ANY ONE HOUSE

Styles confined

Another specialty
twenty-fiv- e distinct
to 6 different shades,

for Monday and
Colored Woolen Dress

Goods
HENRIETTA 28 inches wide, all pure

wool, silk finished, very fine twill in about
30 of the most popular and new shades
Including the ones adapted for evening
wear, ail frtsh from the loom; the regu-
lar 5Lc quality on sale Monday
and Tuesday

VIGOUR E UX CS inches wide, nil pure
wool and worsted, the old standby for
spring wear, they come In all the popular
mixtures; regular price 60c, AZL
Monday and Tuesday . c7

MOHAIRS Made in England. Z inches
wide, in a full range of all the new spring
and evening shades, also cream, the CTc
quality. ac
Monday and Tuesday 0

ALBATROSSES 36 inches wide, all wool,
in cream and a full line of street andevening shades, the 50c quality, KfMonday and Tuesday 0J

WHIPCORDS 41 inches wide, all wool, the
entire range of shades made by the manu-
facturer fresh from the looms, the goods
sell by others at 1.00, our price . fxXis 73e, Monday and Tuesday

PRUNELLAS 44 inches wide, all pure
saxony wool in a comprehensive line of
colors, sold by others at 1.25, ftOMonday and Tuesday

MISTRALS 44 Inches wide, all pure
worsted, giving that wiry llnish that Is
necessary to retain the shape, in crearn
and about 15 of the newest spring shades,
sold elsewhere at 1.25, IJoMonday and Tuesday OO

VENETIANS 54 inches wide, all pure wool.
In plain and covert effects in all the lend-
ing new shades, the 1.00 quality, 7QMonday and Tuesday ."

W A I STINGS 27 Inches wide, all wool, with
Persian woven stripes in about 12 shades,
the regular 75c quality, S

Monday and Tuesday Oi7
RAINY DAY 56 inches wide,

all pure wool in oxfords, grey, brown,
navy, the best wearing cloth we know
of, our regular price is 1.50, 4 f QMonday and Tuesday

DAMASK TOWELS Plain white and col
ored border?, or with knotted
fringes, all linen; choice of our 25c 19line for

SILENCE CLOTH For table pad-clin- g; 48regular 65c quality ,

CRASH unbleached. 21 Inches
wide, all-line- n; regular 2iz qual- - 10Ity ..

CRASH-Bleach- ed; regular 6c qual- -
ity

ENGLISH LONG CLOTH 25 inches wide.
very fine and soft, in 12-ya- rd bolts; reg-
ular price 1.50 bolt, sale flQprice vO

NAINSOOK 36 inches wide, plain,
extra fine, 25c quality M

PERSIAN LAWN-- 22 inches wide, very
fine and sheer; regular 30c qual-
ity 19

SEA ISLAND BATISTE Makes a beautl- -

sale-pri-ce
ful wash dress; regular price 25c. 15

INDIA LINON 40 inches wide, very fine
and sheer; regular lbc qual-
ity 10

LAWN 30 Inches wide:
regular 10c quality J

MERCERIZED HOP For shirt
waists and dresses, 32 inches wide; f Oregular 25c quality 0

DIMITY Stripes and checks: regu- - sr
lar 10c quality

Spoon and Fork Sale
NOW GOING ON AT

35 West Washington Street
Special prices this month on sterling sil-

ver goodsKnives, Forks and Spoons.
Prices that beat them all. Don't miss this
sale. If you buy at Marcy 's you know the
price is right.

Interesting Sale of Linens- - and White Goods
AN ASSORTTIENT THAT COMPELS ATTENTION
THE LOW PRICES MAKE BUYING IRRESISTIBLE

Barnsley,

regular
Two

NAPKINS

NAPKINS

NAPKINS

TURKISH

mounting- -

CT DIAMOND

H. Wm. ft. Co.

ri r M mi Ii n h
VIUÜ

V
M
D SAAtfc

heaviest

black.

SKIRTING

hemstitched

Absorbent,

VICTORIA

SACKING

Tuesday 0 niy
Black Woolen Dress

Goods
MOHAIRS 36 to 44-in- ch widths, plain and

figured, fpcclal, Monday and Tucs- - Ofday 1

BRILLIANTINES Plain black, very lus-
trous, the regular 5"c quality, Mori-da- y

and Tuesday OcJ

CHEVIOTS 50 inches wide, nil pure wool
and worsted, possessing the b'st wearing
qualities, the regular Luc quality, fSQ
Monday and Tuesday yj

SOLEILS All-woo- l, made In Bradford,
England, by Sir Arthur Walker, the reg-

ular l.oO quality, special fcr Mon- - (Ciday and Tuesday ..

CLAY SERGES-- 56 inches w.de, all pur
worsted, has that wiry touch; will
not Ehow creases; outwears two ordinary
materials for the same mony; the ie;u-la- r

1.25 quality, special Monday and C(J
Tuesday

UNFINISHED WORSTEDS (the new-nam- e

Blind Cheviot) 56 Inches wide, par-
ticularly adapted for hlgh-cla- sj custom
tailored suits or skirts; 2.5'J per yard is
what others eil the Identical stuff; our
regular price is 1.18; Monday fland Tuesday

GERMAN BROADCLOTHES-T- he gen-

uine; it is made at Greuz, Saxony; 54

inches wide; 3. a yard Is what others
sll It for; our price for Mon- - f fQday and Tuesday

BLACK RAINY-DA- Y SKIRTING The
kind that requires no lining; Id ir.rh.a
wide; regular 1.25 quality; Monday cq
and Tuesday

.:tl

.rca

ary.

I.- -

:it;

Sale of Dress Linings :j

PERCALINE. full yard wide, fast fZblack, regular lGc quality vl rJ
PERCALINE, 3S inches wide, fast tlack,

regular 15c
quality vl

PERCALINE. yard wi le, soft Moire b. ttla
finish, fast blck, regular 4 4
3;c quality rT

NUBIAN FAST BLACK TAFFETA, r g- - --

ulr 15c qual- -
ity yJ

MERCERIZED SPUNGLASS, 35 Inches
wide, fa.st black, regula 122'Je quality t

i 5

i

t

1

r- -

''
c- -

SILESIA, yard wide, makes a good, firm :.
waist lining, regular "T k

123 quality 4L $ .
'CRINOLINE, black, 35 inches wi le, 4

regular 8c quality " n
MERCERIZED SATEEN, full yard wide.

fast black and colors, for shirtwaists, a"
dresses, petticoats and linings; look3 like
Satin and wears better; 1regular 40c quality 0

MERCERIZED SATEEN, fast black, fQregular 3"c quality J
MERCERIZED SATEEN, fast black. t 1regular 25c quality 14:
FRENCH "HAIRCLOTH, a sup?ricr qua' .- -: -- :

ity, all jure hair, shrunk. v '
regular 30c quality "sTr

'

TAILORS' CANVAS, etlZcnln; and jricu'iV
facing, shrunk, black, tan, tlate . VtwL
white, regular
20c quality

ELASTIC CANVAS, stiffening, black, r
ular 20c qual- - . "Ity ;

THE WM. H. BLOCK CO. I THE WM. H. BLOCK CO.

POWERS'
32c

Java and Mocha
J. T. POWER & SON

14 North Pennsylvania Street


